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REMARKS 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner's rejections will be considered in the order of 
their occurrence in the Office Action. 

Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Office Action 

The drawings have been objected to. 

Submi tted un cler separate cover and add ressed to the Examiner 
is applicant's propos ed amendment of the drawin g. Specifically, in 
Figures 3 and 6 of the drawings as originally filed, a cross-section 
line has been added to Figure 3 for reference to Figure 7. A 
sequence line has been added to Figure 6 to show the intended 
sequence of events for using the combination pillow and tote bag. 
All additions or corrections have been made in red ink. Further, 
Figures 4, 5 and 8 are embodiments of the present invention as 
described in the specification of the application under the 
description of the preferred embodiment 

In light of the proposed drawing amendment, it is therefore 
submitted that the objection to the drawings as originally filed has 
been overcome, and withdrawal of the objection to the drawings is 
respectfully requested. 

Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Office Action 

Claims 3-6 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112 (second 
paragraph) as being indefinite. 

The above amendments to the claims are believed to clarify 
the requirements of the rejected claims, especially the particular 
points identified in the Office Action. In regards to "said strap" in 
line 3 of claim 5 the applicant wishes direct attention to claim 1, 
lines 11 and 12 claiming "said carrying means comprising a strap 
having a pair of ends.,.". Therefore, it is submitted that antecedent 
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basis for "said strap" in claim 5 does exist. Reference numbers 
have been added to Claims 3 through 6 in the section "VERSION 
WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE" only as requested 
in the Office Action. 

Withdrawal of the §112 rejection of claims 3-6 is therefore 
respectfully requested. 

Paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Office Action 

Claims 1 and 2 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as 
being anticipated by Dees or Kraft. 

Claim 1, particularly as amended, requires "said first end of 
said strap being securely attached to a first of said side panels and 
positioned generally adjacent to said top edges of said front and 
back panels, said second end of said strap being securely-attached to 
a second of said side panels and positioned generally adjacent to a 
bottom edge of said front and back panels, a ring member being 
pivotally coupled to said second side panel and positioned generally 
adjacent to said top edges of said front and back panel, wherein said 
strap is extended through said ring member". These limitations 
have been taken from claim 5. 

Examiner has indicated in paragraph 11 of the Office Action 
that the prior art of record fails to teach or adequately suggest the 
claimed features of claim 5 together with the base claim and any 
intervening claims. Therefore, claim 1, by virtue of its 
incorporation of the limitations of claim 5 and any intervening 
claims, is believed to be allowable. 

Claim 2 is dependent upon claim 1, particularly as amended, 
and therefore incorporates the requirements of claim 1. Thus, claim 
2 is also believed to be allowable over the cited reference. 

Withdrawal of the §102(b) rejection of claims 1 and 2 is 
therefore respectfully requested. 
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Paragraphs 7-9 of the Office Action 

Claims 3, 4, 6 and 7 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
Section 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kraft, teaching 
applicant's basic device, including a variety of pockets located in 
various positions in the various embodiments, and an elongated 
panel, but not a flexible member in view of Ackley (note flexible 
member). 

Claim 1, particularly as amended, requires "said first end of 
said strap being securely attached to a first of said side panels and 
positioned generally adjacent to said top edges of said front and 
back panels, said second end of said strap being securely attached to 
a second of said side panels and positioned generally adjacent to a 
bottom edge of said front and back panels, a ring member being 
pivotally coupled to said second side panel and positioned generally 
adjacent to said top edges of said front and back panel, wherein said 
strap is extended through said ring member". These limitations 
have been taken from claim 5. 

Examiner has indicated in paragraph 11 of the Office Action 
that the prior art of record fails to teach or adequately suggest the 
claimed features of claim 5 together with the base claim and any 
intervening claims. Therefore, claim 1, by virtue of its 
incorporation of the limitations of claim 5 and any intervening 
claims, is believed to be allowable. 

Claims 3, 4 and 6 are dependent upon claim 1, particularly as 
amended, and therefore incorporate the requirements of claim 1. 
Thus, claims 3, 4 and 6 are also believed to be allowable over the 
cited reference. 

Withdrawal of the §103(a) rejection of claims 3, 4, 6 and 7 is 
therefore respectfully requested. 
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Paragraph 10 of the Office A ction: 

Claim 8 is allowed. 

Paragraph 11 of the Office Action: 

Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2 nd paragraph, set 
forth in this office action. 

Claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the limitations of 
claim 5 and therefore is believed to be in condition for allowance. 


